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How Can You Remember 2-—-
Things for Ever? |

of learning remembered

Figure 1: %

_—regular review
o review after 10 minutes
pR—— g 5 s ] review

Source: Education Research Council

‘ x 7 hat happens after you have learnt

something? Do you remember it for

ever? Or do you forget it over time?

You forget it, of course (see Figure 1). As you

s can see from the red line on the graph, within
24 hours of learning, you have forgotten
nearly 80% of the new information. After a
month, only about 10% remains.

How can you stop this loss of information?

10 You must review new information regularly.
The first review should be after 10 minutes.
This first review is very important. As the blue
line shows, this actually raises memory to
100%. However, if you do not look at the

15 information again, you will still forget nearly

everything over time.

You must continue to review the information
regularly. If you review again after one day,
one month and then six months — se¢ the

20 green line —you should remember the
information for ever. The information will

_now be in long-term memory.
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Figure 1: % of revision remembered

How Can You Remember Things for a Test?

Source: Education Research Council

‘ x Jhat happens in our brains during a period of
r

evision? Do we understand things better at

the beginning of the revision period, or at the end?
What about memory? When we take a test on the

s information, do we remember things better from the
beginning of the revision period, or from the end?

Imagine you have to revise for a test. You decide to
work from 10 a.m. until 2 p-m. You probably
do not notice any difference in your level of

10 understanding during the revision period. However,
in the test, you will probably remember better the
things that you revised at 10.30 or 11.00 than the
things you revised at 1.00 or 1.30.

Why do you remember some things better than
15 others? The reason is that there is a difference
between understanding and memory. Your level of
understanding probably does not change much
during the revision period. However, the percentage
of information that you will remember falls steeply
20 (see the red line in Figure 1).

What can we do about this? The answer is simple.
Take short regular breaks during a revision period.
In the example above, take a ten-minute break

every hour. Then you will have five short sessions
instead of one long one. As the green line shows, 25
you will remember about 75% of the information
from the beginning of each session. Overall, your
memory will be much better.

READING RESOURCES LEVEL 2 O



Are You a Parent,

an Adult or a Child?

Figure 1: An example P-C transaction

ric Berne was born in 1910 in Montreal,
Canada. He moved to New York to train as
a psychiatrist in the 1930s. He practised
psychiatry in that city before joining the Army
5 Medical Corps in 1943. There was a strong
demand for psychiatrists during the Second
World War. After the war, he moved to San
Francisco. There, he developed a new idea about
psychiatric problems. He founded a school (or
10 type) of psychiatry, called Transactional Analysis.
He died in California in 1970.

Berne’s new idea was that people have
problems in their life because of their
relationships with other people. Until then, most

15 psychiatrists believed that problems came from
inside the person’s head — in his or her own
brain. However, Berne believed that problems
arise because of the transactions — or
conversations — between people. He pointed

20 out that people often play games with their

friends, family and workmates. They try to feel
better by making the other person feel worse.
Berne developed a simple model of the
behaviour between people. He said that people
always behave in one of three ways. They act as
a Parent (P), as an Adult (A) or as a Child (C). He
explained that a Parent can try to look after
another person, or try to control him, while a
Child can obey and do what he is told, or rebel.
We can see an example of a P-C transaction
in Figure 1. In this case, the husband is clearly
the Parent and the wife is clearly the Child.
However, the same husband and wife could
change roles in a different transaction. People
can play roles in this way, switching between
Parent and Child, for years without any problems.
However, problems often arise in
transactions. For example, difficulties appear if
both people in a transaction want to be the
Parent or both people want to be the Child.
Problems also arise if one person wants to
behave like an Adult and the other person
responds as a Parent or a Child, as in Figure 2.

Figure 2: A mixed transaction
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Decisions,
Decisions,
Decisions

‘Digest’ problems
to make good decisions

OW DO YOU MAKE DECISIONS? A lot of

the time people make decisions without really
thinking about it. They use their instinct, and they
Just hope that they have done the right thing.

5 However, this kind of decision-making is no good in
business, and it’s probably not the best way to decide
big things in our everyday lives either. Good
managers recognise that decision-making is not a
moment in time but a process. If you follow the

10 process carefully, the decision will usually be a
good one.

We can summarise the process of good
decision-making in the acronym DIGEST. What
does DIGEST mean? In general English it has a

15 number of meanings, including ‘to break down food
in the stomach,’ but in this case, the word just helps
us remember the six parts of the process.

Firstly, define the problem. Say what you are
really trying to do. Secondly, imagine a successful

20 solution. This is usually easy. (If it isn’t, go back to
the first stage again and define the problem again.)
Thirdly, generate alternative possibilities. There is
very rarely only one possible solution to a problem.
Think of several solutions and you are more likely to

25 find a good one in the end. Fourthly, evaluate the
possibilities — look at each one carefully and
consider the good and the bad points about it.
Fifthly, select the best one. (Again, an obvious
stage.) Finally, tell people your decision. You should

30 certainly do this if the decision affects other people.
Even if it doesn’t, you should tell other people.
Why? Because it might be difficult not to change

Table 1: The DIGEST process

D

efine the problem

magine a successful solution

enerate alternative possibilities

valuate the possibilities

I
G
E
S

elect the best one

T ell people your decision

your decision later, even if it is the right thing to do.
The more people you zell about your decision, the
harder it is to change your mind later. 35
Let’s look at an example of the process in
action. First, the problem. Let’s say that you keep
arriving late for morning lectures. You imagine a
successful solution to the problem. That is easy in
this case. You need to arrive 10 minutes before the 40
first lecture. However, perhaps you live a long way
from the college and the first lecture begins at 8.00.
You need to generate some alternative possibilities.
You could take a bus, but you don’t like public
transport ... Stop! You must not start evaluating the 45
possibilities until you have finished generating them.
Why? Because there are two sides to the human
brain — a creative side and a logical side. It is impossible
to get both sides working well at the same time. In
this case, you need the creative side first, to generate 50
the alternatives, then the logical side, to evaluate each
one. So, make a list of possibilities — taxi, father’s car,
hire a driver, take the bus, stay overnight with a
friend, etc., and then go through them one by one,
thinking of any difficulties. You could give each 55
possibility a number of crosses, one for each
difficulty. Finally, when you have evaluated all the
possibilities, you need to select one. And that’s it.
Well, not quite. Tell people about it, remember.
You will not make perfect decisions every 60
time, even with this decision-making process.
However, there is an old saying in business: ‘There is
only one thing worse than a bad decision, and that is
no decision at all.’
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An Encyclopedia o

ecology The study of the relationship between
living things and their =>environment. We
learn from ecology that living things
depend on each other to survive. This is
because all living things are involved in
=>food chains, =>food webs and =food
pyramids.

ecosystem An area with a particular =>climate. A
particular ecosystem supports a particular
group of animals and plants. Climate change
may destroy an ecosystem, e.g., the advance
of a desert may destroy a grassland. People
can change or destroy an ecosystem as
well, e.g., by building towns in green areas.

environment The land, water and air where
people, animals and plants live. There are a
number of different environments on Earth.

Jfood chain This is the way that =>energy is
transferred from one living thing to
another. At the top of every food chain
there is a =>consumer. This consumer is
often a =carnivore. This consumer eats
another consumer. This is often a
=>herbivore. At the bottom of every food
chain there is a =>producer. If we remove
one part of a food chain, there will be a
reaction in another part of the chain.

Figure 1: An example food chain

Jfood pyramid A food pyramid is a diagram that
shows how much =>energy is needed to
keep a particular animal alive. At each level 30
of a food pyramid there are fewer
=>consumers.

Figure 2: An example
Jood pyramid

food web This is a connection of two or more
=sfood chains. It shows relationships
between the animals and plants in a certain 35
=>ecosystem. Most =>consumers and
=>producers are part of a food web that
involves 10, 20 or 30 other living things. This
means it is very difficult in real life to predict
the effect of a change in one part of the web. 40

Figure 3: An example food web

wildebeest




An Encyclopedia of Science

adaptation Animals and plants show adaptation
to their =habitat, e.g., fish in deep water
have eyes that see better in blue light
because there is only blue light deep in the
oceans.

biomass This is the name given to stored solar
energy that can be converted to electricity
or fuel.

biome A major =>envirenment that covers a
large area of the Earth, e.g., =desert.

carnivore An animal that only eats other animals,
e.g., alion.

climate The normal weather in a particular area.
Climate is mainly a combination of
location, temperature and rainfall. There
are eight main types of climate, including
=>desert, =>polar and =>tropical. The
climate in a particular area supports
particular kinds of animals and plants.

consumer A consumer can be a primary
consumer, a secondary consumer or a
tertiary consumer. A primary consumer is
normally a =herbivore. Primary
consumers are animals that eat =>producer
plants. A secondary consumer is a
=>carnivore. It eats primary consumers. A
tertiary consumer is also a carnivore. It eats
secondary consumers.

desert In climate terms, an area with less than
25cm of rain a year. Desert climates have
hot days and cold nights.

energy The power to do work. All energy
originates from the sun. Some plants
change the sun’s energy into chemical
energy. They are the first link in every
=food chain.

Gaia This is an idea put forward by James
Lovelock. It suggests that all living things
are part of one mass that can change its
environment to ensure its survival. This is
not necessarily good news for human
beings. Gaia might change the Earth ina
way that makes it unfit for humans.

habitat The place where a particular animal or
plant can survive.

herbivore An animal that only eats plants, e.g., a
giraffe. :

niche This is the position of a living thing in an
=>ecosystem. It includes the habitat, food
and behaviour of the animal or plant.

omnivore An animal that eats plants and animals,
e.g., Man.

photosynthesis The process that a green plant
uses to convert the sun’s energy into
chemical energy.

polar In climate terms, an area near the North
Pole or the South Pole with a maximum
temperature of 10°C.

producer A green plant, e.g., grass, which uses
=>photosynthesis to produce food in the
form of chemical energy.

tropical In climate terms, an area between
latitude 10° north of the Equator and 10°
south of the Equator. Tropical climates
have an average temperature of around
25°C and at least 150cm of rain a year.

READING RESOURCES LEVEL 2~ 11
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Islands in the Sun

TWO MORE HOLIDAY DESTINATIONS
for you to consider this week. | decided
to look at islands this time — and I-chose
two very different ones,

The first one is in the Eastern Mediterranean,
Its capital city, Nicosia, has the unhappy
distinction of being the only divided capital in
the world, now that Berlin and other more

famous places have been united. It is the island
of Cyprus.

The other island is off the southeastern
coast of India. It is the famous island of Serendib,
which appears in The Arabian Nights and in the
writings of Ibn Battuta, amongst others, It is now
called Sri Lanka,

Neither country is an obvious choice for a
holiday. Both islands have had problems recently.
In 1974, the island of Cyprus was divided after
Turkish troops took over the northern part, Sri
Lanka, meanwhile, has had a civil war for the last
20 years. However, there are hopes now of a
peaceful solution in both countries, and both
islands have a lot to offer the holidaymaker,

Sri Lanka (the name means Beautiful Land)
has white sandy beaches, ancient cities and
nature reserves. Cyprus (it is the origin of the
name of the element copper) has a mainly
rocky coastline, but there are some vellow
sandy beaches on the coast and beautiful
villages in the mountains,

Sri Lanka is much bigger than Cyprus, both
in terms of size and population. Cyprus has an
area of just over 9,000 square kilometres,
whereas Sri Lanka is more than 65,000 square
kilometres. Around 800,000 people live on
Cyprus, while Sri Lankas population exceeds
nineteen and a half million.

The climates are different, too. Cyprus has a
Mediterranean climate (hot and dry summers,
cool and wet winters, so avoid November to
March), while Sri Lanka has a tropical climate,
Average temperatures in the capital, Colombo,
range from a pleasant 24 to 31°C, but the
problem is the monsoon. There can be heavy
rainfall at most times of the year. The best time
to travel for a beach holiday is March or April,
The rainfall supplies many rivers, including the
Mahaweli Ganga. In Cyprus, on the other hand,
there are no permanent lakes or rivers, and in
fact the shortage of natural water js a constant
problem,

Both countries are agricultural. Fifteen per
cent of the land in Cyprus is farmed, while 36%
of the land in Sri Lanka s used for growing
crops and raising cattle, Agriculture is the main
industry of both islands. Cyprus s famous
around the world for its lemons and oranges,
while Sri Lanka exports coconuts.

So which one are YOu going to visit? There
are excellent transport links to both islands, so
YOU have no excuse. Make either Cyprus or Sri
Lanka your holiday destination this year.
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Revise ... But Take a Break

In this theme you are going to read two articles about learning.

Lesson 1: Vocabulary

You are going to learn some of the vocabulary you will need to understand the articles.
@ Complete each sentence with one of the red words. Make any necessary
changes to the form of the word.
1 Areyou getting a job this summer?
2 Did you do last week’s English ?
3 Go to your student if you have a problem with your hostel.
4 | my grandfather very much. He is a very good man who
always helps people when they are in trouble.

5 My teachers at college are called .

6 There are many differentkindsof ___ . For example, some people
are good at Maths, some at languages.

7 Who do you usually go to when you want about your studies?

8 You must work hard at college, but you must too; take a

break and enjoy yourself for a while.
9 You should always be even if you are angry with someone.

@ Wirite a green word in each space to complete the dictionary entries.

! 1 the part of the brain where information
2 a particular piece of information; / have Y

is kept; | have a good ~ rhave.
no ~ of my childhood before the age of 5 P

A

Don’t ~ to call me /ater

4 1 period of time —In the short ~ you can E
remember a telephone number easily, but in the long ~ you will &
college year; The next ~ starts )

lose from the memory, not remember é

forget it. 2 one part of a school or !
in September. MWM*WWWWW e

5 the organ of the body that stores
information and controls activity; There is nothing wrong with his ~. Y
He just doesn’t work hard enough. Gy

look again at information you have
ng to ~ for the test this weekend ?

studied before; Are you goi

® Discuss these questions in pairs.
1 Do you have a good memory — for names, faces, numbers, facts?
2 Can you remember anything that happened to you before the age of 5?
3 How do you revise for an exam?

READING SKILLS LEVEL 2 - THEME 1: Education, Revise ... But Take a Break 7



Lesson 3: Checking skills

@ What should you look at before you start to read a text? Number these points in order.
___ Look at any illustration(s).
___ Look at the introduction / first paragraph.
___Look at the title / heading.
___Highlight the topic sentences of the other paragraphs.
___Try to predict the content from the illustration(s), e.g., pictures, diagrams and graphs.
___Try to predict the content from the title / heading.
___ Try to predict the content of each paragraph.
___Try to predict the information and order of information in the text.

@ study the flow chart. Decide if the statements are true or false. Correct the false statements.

1 When you meet a new word in a text, you should immediately look it up in a dictionary.
2 You should never look up a new word while you are reading.

3 Context means the other parts of the text, including pictures, headings and graphs.

4 You should decide the part of speech before looking up a word in a dictionary.

Figure 1: Dealing with new words

New word?
Ask yourself: Can | understand the sentence without the word?
No/ \ Yes
Can | understand the tvord from the context? \
N*o Yes
Is the word a noun, a verb, an adverb or an adjective?
Mark the word n, v, adv or adj.

Look up the word in a dictionary. Find the correct meaning. ——= Read on.

(® What should you do after you have read a text? Complete each idea with words from the box.

highlight notes illustration -reaction summary vocabulary

1 Writea of the information in one or two sentences.
2 Drawa or a graph of the information.

3 important points in the text.

4 Make of the information.

5 Add new words to your lists.

6 Think about your personal to the information:

a Do you think it is true, in general, or for you in particular?
b Will the information change your behaviour in any way?

@ Read the text on page 4 of the Reading Resources book again. Then close your books and draw a quick graph
of the information in the text. ‘

@ Wwill you do anything differently in your studies because of the information in this text? Discuss in groups.

READING SKILLS.LEVEL 2 — THEME. 1: Education, Revise ... But Take a Break 9



Lesson 4: Applying skills
@ Do the crossword.
Across
1 The noun form of learn. (8)
2 To lose from your 7 across. (6)
5 To look at information again, particularly for a
test. (6)
6 The organ of the body that stores information. (5)
7 The part of the brain where information is
kept. (6)
Down
1 The opposite of short-term. (4-4)
3 To keep in your 7 across. @)
4 To look at information again — another word
for 5 across. (6)

) You are going to read another text about memory.
What are you going to do ...
1 before you read? (There are at least eight
things!)
2 while you read?
3 after you have read?
Discuss in pairs.

(® Read the text on page 5 of the Reading Resources book. Do all the things you have talked about in Exercise B
above.

(® Work in groups. Compare your ...
1 summaries.
2 highlighted points / notes.
3 underlined words.

 Will the information in this text change your behaviour? Discuss in groups.

@ Work in pairs.
Student A
1 Look at the graph on page 4 of the Reading Resources book. Describe it to your partner.
2 Draw the graph that Student B describes.

Student B
1 Draw the graph that Student A describes.
2 Look at the graph on page 5 of the Reading Resources book. Describe it to your partner.

10 READING SKILLS LEVEL 2 ~ THEME 1: Education, Revise ... But Take a Break
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Parents, Adults and Children. OK?

=
=

In this theme you are going to read two articles about relationships.

Lesson 1: Vocabulary

You are going to learn some of the vocabulary you will need to understand the

articles.

@ Cover the red words and try to complete the words in the sentences below. Make
any necessary changes to the words. Check your answers with the red words.

1 Do you belong to any social ¢l ?

2 What sort of mu do you like?

3 Do you live on the ca or do you live at home?

4 Can you play ch or any other board games?

5 Do you prefer to play sp or to watch?

6 Is there a good re near the college?

7 Have you seen any good fi recently?

8 Are you pl to do anything special this weekend?

@ Ask and answer the questions in Exercise A in pairs.

© Read the text.
1 Complete the text with a green word in each space. Make any necessary
changes to the words. You can use the same word more than once.
2 Complete the captions under the sentences with words from the text.

Relationships with other people are never simple. often have problems
with their children. Husbands often say, ‘My doesn‘t understand me.’
have problems with each other at work.
We can often understand the between two people by analysing the

way they talk to each other. A lot of conversations have the form of
stimulus-response. In other words, one person says something — the stimulus —
and the other person answers — the . Sometimes, the is
expected, sometimes it is unexpected. An unexpected response sometimes shows
that there is a problem with the

Where are my They're just outside Where are my  Why don‘t you ever

black shoes?  the front door. black shoes? put things away in
the right place?

stimulus —» expected | |stimulus -» response

Which relationship in your life is the most difficult?

READING SKILLS LEVEL 2 — THEME 2: Daily Life, Parents, Adults and Children. OK? 11
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In this theme you are going to read two articles about making decisions.

Lesson 1: Vocabulary

You are going to learn some of the vocabulary you will need to understand the
articles.
) Cover the red words. .
1 Write five words beginning emp... Use three of the words in sentences.
2 What are the requirements to be a university teacher in your country?
Think about qualifications and experience.
3 What benefits do government employees get in your country?
4 Have you chosen your career? What are you going to do?

@ Find a green word for each dictionary definition. Check with your own dictionary.

choose an action after thinking

1 .
er has to ~ who to employ for the new jolz‘ :

about it; The manag

2 work out the good and bad things
about an idea, person, etc.; | have to ~ all the employees.

T

3 : a formal word for choose: Which
employee did you ~ for the management job?

1. think something is true; / ~ you aré
hink of something as an example;

4
angry about losing your job. 2.1t
~ that you have got a new job.

5 the answer to a problem; / can’t find a
good ~ to this problem.

a new employee is a long ~, beginning with the advertisement and
ending

A

a number of letters that represent an

7 Tt vep!

organisation, €.g., WHO = World Health Organisation; you can

usually say an ~ as a word. il <grma et
8

1. make: We use this machine to ici

. ~ electricity,

2. think of: You have to ~ several ideas befo .
best one.

re deciding which is the §

s

(® What is the process for getting into your college or university? What do you
have to decide during the process?

READING SKILLS LEVEL 2 - THEME 3: Work and Business, How to Make Decisions 15
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Lesson 2: Reading

@ Discuss in groups.. : ' i DCCISIOHS,
1 What was the last big decmon you had to make? 1 Q1
2 How did you make the decision? DeClSlonS’
3 Do you regret the decision now? DeCISIOHS
B ‘Digest’ problems
® You are going to read an article. Look at the headline, to make good dec1s1ons
subheading and table from the article. e R
1 What do think the article will be about? Table 1 The DIGEST process

2 What do you think it will say? Make at least one sentence

beginning: You should ... D efine the problem

@® The writer made a plan for the article. magine a successful solution

1 Read the writing plan.

2 Read the topic sentences (under Table 1).

3 Number the topic sentences in the correct order,
according to the writing plan.

l‘l‘!‘l‘l‘l‘l‘l‘l‘l‘ﬂ‘l‘l‘l‘l‘l‘

Wriking plani

enerate alternative possibilities

elect the best one

I
G
E valuate the possibilities
S
T

ell people your decision

Firstly, define the problem.

How do you make decisions?

Let’s look at an example of the
process in action.

. We can summarise the process of
W/ good decision-making in the

acronym DIGEST.

You will not make perfect decisions
2 every time, even with this decision-
@ Read the article on page 8 of the Readmg Resources book. ~ § making process.
True or false7 T
1 ___ Using instinct means not really thinking about something.
2 Good decision-making only really matters in business.
3 __ DIGEST is the acronym for a decision-making process.
4 ___ The writer has chosen the acronym because digest means to break down food in the stomach
5 Generate alternative solutions means think of different answers to the problem.
6 You should evaluate each solution as you think of it.
7 The last stage of the process is selecting the best solution.
8 The writer thmks it Is| better not 'to make‘ea:'dec{iSiQLchan to make a bad one.

G Think about the example sstuatnon from this- artlcle (Pa h the DIGEST process in pairs.
Tell the other pairs your dec sion. - !

fo

16 READING SKILLS LEVEL 2 ~ THEME 3: . Work and Busi




Chains, Webs and Pyramids

/
e 1: World “cﬁﬂm;e/érgas

source: worlddlimate.gom o,
/
/ 2

H N 2 H Climate in Aswan, Egypt
In this theme you are going to read entries from an encyclopedia. bl Saifliroeroifi
E 50 (122) B 16 (6.0)
Lesson 1: Vocabulary i Iy
4 . (‘M—\'&, .,
You are going to learn some of the vocabulary you will need to 32 :z; e \ :(2) g ;’S)
understand entries about science and nature in an encyclopedia. 1050 — 830
Discuss these questions. They use the red words. 0G2) 6(2.36)
1 What does a scientist do in a laboratory? 10 (14 40.6)
. -20(-4) 2(0.79)
2 What can you put in a table? Saioad 1§ EEES (b1 {4 fo
3 What does the graph on this page show? JFMAMI JASOND

Can you work out answers to these questions? They include the green words.
Look at the map, the pictures and the graph.
1 What does climate mean?
2 What is the source of the map?
3 What is the climate in your country?
4 In which climate area do you expect to see penguins? What about cacti?
5 In which climate area are the rainforests of the world?
6 Living things mean animals and what else?
7 What animals do you expect to see in polar areas?
8 What about desert areas?
9 What plants do you expect to see in tropical areas?

© Draw a climate graph of your area. Guess the information, or do some research.

Make a list of animals and plants that you find in your area.

READING SKILLS LEVEL 2 ~ THEME 4: Science and Nature, Chains, Webs and Pyramids 19
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Lesson 3: Learning new skills

Cover the encyclopedia entries in Lesson 2. Complete
these sentences with a word from the box in each
space. Then read the entries again and check.
1 Ecology is the study of the relationship between
things and their environment.
2 The land, water and air where people, animals
and _______live.
3 A food chain is the way that is
transferred from one living thing to another.
4 We learn from ecology that living things
on each other to survive.
5 At the top of every food chain there is a

6 This consumer another consumer.
7 At the bottom of every food chain there.is a

8 ifwe
will be a

one part of a food chain, there
in another part of the chain.

& Look at Figure 1.
1 Draw arrows to show the energy transfer.
2 Label the consumers and the producers.
3 If we remove the giraffe from this food chain,
what will the result(s) be?

@ You want to look up these entries from your
research in Lesson 2.

carnivore herbivore energy
consumer producer

What order will the entries be in?

1 Read Skills Check 1.

2 Number the entries in alphabetical order.

3 Look up each entry on page 11 of the Reading
Resources book.

Check the encyclopedia entries and use your own

understanding to decide if these sentences are

true or false.

1 ___ A cowiis a herbivore.

2 ___ Afalcon is a carnivore.

3 ___Manis a tertiary consumer.

4 ___ Energy passes from a producer to a
primary consumer.

€@ Read Skills Check 2. What are your research
questions for next week?

consumer depend energy living plants
producer reaction remove eats

Figure 1: An example food chain

e 2 e il A

Alphal

B

The entries in many reference books are in
alphabetical order. You know the English
alphabet already. But you must become an expert
in the alphabet so that you can look things up
quickly. Learn the rhyme from English schools:
ABCD EFG

HIJK LMNOP

QRS TUV WX YandZ

Remember: If two words have the same first letter,
you look at the second letter, then the third, etc.

Doing re }
Always-do reading research for a purpose. Write
some research questions before you read:
Examples:

What is ecology?

What is a food chain?

Then go and do research to find the answers to
those questions. Follow any links, e.g.,

=> carnivore, to extra information that will help
to answer the research questions. Don't read
anything you don‘t have to read.
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Lesson 4: Applying new skills
@ Draw a food chain with animals and plants from your area.

{2 Look back at the list of lectures in Environmental Management
for this semester (Lesson 2). Imagine that it is now Week 1.

1 What must you research this week?

2 Write your research-questions.

® Find answers to your research questions. The entries begin on
page 10 of the Reading Resources book. Follow any links to
information that will help to answer the research questions.

£8) True or false?

1___ A food web is a connection between two or more
food pyramids.

2 ___ There are sometimes 30 living things in a food web.

3 ___ Afood pyramid shows energy transfer from the
bottom to the top of a food chain.

4 __ There are more living things at the top of a food
pyramid than at the bottom.

5 ___ Anecosystem is an area with a particular group of
animals.

6 ___ Only a change in climate can destroy an ecosystem.

7 ___ Climate is a combination of temperature and rainfall.

8 ___ Surinam, in South America, lies between latitudes 3°

north and 6° north, so it has a tropical climate.
9 ___ South Orkney Island, near the South Pole, has a polar
climate, which means the maximum temperature is 5°C.
10 ___ Photosynthesis happens in all plants.

@ Look again at Figure 3 on page 10 of the Reading Resources
book.

1 What eats what in this food web?

2 What are the producers in this food web?

3 What are the primary consumers?

4 What are the secondary consumers?

5 Find several food chains inside this food web.

6 What may happen to the living things in this food web if
the giraffe eat all the trees?

7 What may happen to the living things in this food web if
harmful chemicals got on to the grass, e.g., blown from
farms by the wind?

8 Look at your food chains from Exercise A. Can you
combine any to a food web?

@ Look again at Figure 2 on page 10 of the Reading Resources
book. Then read this text and draw a food pyramid from the
information. Write the number of living things at each level.

At the top of this particular food
pyramid, there is an eagle. This eagle
must eat two snakes a day to survive.
Those two snakes must eat ten frogs.
- The frogs must eat 27 grasshoppers.
~ The grasshoppers get energy from
eating huge amounts of grass.
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'7@@@@@ (n)

ﬁa@@ﬂgﬁ aﬁ@@ ; (r?)

Jatitude (n)

location (n)

lovigitude (n)

In this theme you are going to read two articles that compare countries. i -
regionfn)

Lesson 1: Vocabulary -
You are going to learn some of the vocabulary you will need to understand the
articles.
€} Answer these questions, which use some of the red words.

1 Which region is your country in?

2 Is it north or south of the Equator?

3 What is the exact location of the capital city?

4 What are the main types of landscape in your country?

ﬁh@iiE@@atc@ﬁ’n)j
thae Middle East (n)

() How can you compare two countries? Choose a green word or phrase for each area (n)
space. Make any necessary changes to the words. -
1 You can describe the location of each country and mention its

It has a smaller area and a smaller population.

~ the countries that it. border (v)
2 You can look at the ~ the number of people who live in iy
each country. 7
3 You can consider the — the size of each country, usually clitﬁate n
in square kilometres. e
4 You can think about the - the normal or average o
weather in summer and winter. y
5 You can describe the - the mountains, deserts, lakes mdustry (n).
and rivers in each country. . :
6 You can look at the main in each country — what do ‘ , ,
they make or grow? natural feature (n)
® In what ways is your country the same or different from one of its neighbours? ;
Choose the neighbour and then use green words, both and comparatives — nelghbour (n}
bigger, smaller. 3
Examples: :
My country is smaller than Saudi Arabia. g T
population (n)
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Lesson 2: Reading

@ What is your ideal holiday location? Make a list of things that
the place must have, or that you must be able to do there.
Examples:

It must have a good beach.
You must be able to go skiing.

Imagine you are trying to choose a place to go on holiday.
What information will you find in a guidebook?

{® You are going to recommend a holiday destination to your
friend. You have to choose between the two countries on the
right. Look at the maps.

1 Can you identify each country?

2 Which region is each country located in?

3 What do you think is good about each country for a
person on holiday? -

{® You are going to read an article that compares the two
countries. Look at the topic sentences. Check your answers to
B1 and 2 above.

€@ Read the information about your friend in the blue box.
1 Write a question for each point.
Example:
What language do they speak in each country?
2 In which paragraph of the article might you find the
answer to each question?

Read the article on page 12 of the Reading Resources book.
1 Find answers to your questions in D1.
2 Choose one of the two countries for your friend’s holiday.

® Which word or phrase in the article means:
1 a place to go?
2 the natural things to see?
very high?
planes, trains, boats?
you can live there?
occupied?
send things to another country?
bring things from another country?
the average weather?
10 climbing mo: ntains?
11 the broken walls of old buildings?
12 it's your choice?

W oo NN LW

) Which country would you prefer to go to on holiday? Why?

Mediterranean Sea

GERMANY

What do you want from a holiday
” destination?

< Tunisia is located in North Africa.

T T

£ Switzerland is located in Western

& Tunisia has a long Mediterranean
¢ coastline.

e

" Both Tunisia and Switzerland are small &
¢ in terms of population

R

So why do people go to each country

2 on holiday?

0 oy

+ You decide.
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| How Do You Revise?

In this theme you are going to write some advice to students on learning
and revising for a test.

Lesson 1: Vocabulary

You are going to learn some vocabulary you need to give advice on learning

information and revising for a test.

@) Cover the red words. Complete the words below with a vowel letter (a, €, j, 0, )
in each space. Then check your spelling with the red words.

1 __ss__gnm__nt 5f m

2d_pl_ m__ 6 _ nstr__ct_r

3 dr__ft 70t r t r
41 _c Iy

@ Which red word(s) has / have ...
1 adoubled letter?
2 asilent letter?

@® Do the crossword. Choose a green word for each answer.

Across

1 ...-choice questions have three or four
answers, e.g., Choose a, b, cor d. (8)

6 The 'k’ in know is a ... letter. (6)

7 You should ... before a test by looking
carefully at all your notes. (6)

8 Try to ... a new word to a word you already
know, e.g., choice is the noun from the
verb choose. (4)

9 An ... question is a question with several
possible answers. (4)

Down

2 You do a ... test before the real test. (8)

3 Ask your teacher to tell you the ... units for
a test — in other words, the units you
should study for the text. (8)

4 You must ... your writing in a logical
way. (8)

5 The letter ‘0’ is ... in the word book. (7)

{® Look at the words in the table.

1 Complete the table. verb noun L
2 Write a sentence with each noun and a revision i
sentence with each verb. test
practise

organisation

draft
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Lesson 4: Applying new skills

@ Complete the table with the missing words.
verb noun

1 conclusion

] 2 | decide
3 findings
4 | improve
5 | recommend
6 introduction
7 discussion
8 | report

@ Rewrite each word with the correct spelling.

(]

(FJ

Imagine that you have received the same sort of letter as the students at Greenhill College (Lesson 1). Work

in groups, but make your own notes during all the discussions.

1 Brainstorm different ways to spend the money. Make a list.

2 Select the most popular items.

3 Find out the cost of each item — use the Internet or, if you can’t find the real costs, guess.

4 Reject items that you think are too expensive.

5 Vote on the rest of the items. Make sure you have good reasons for voting for an item. Make sentences
with If ... .

Work on your own.

1 Make a table of the most popular items with the approximate cost (Table 1). Note any items rejected
because of cost.

2 Make another table of the votes for the selected items (Table 2).

3 Write the first draft of your report in five sections.

Wark in your groups again. Read all the other reports from:the people in your group. Make notes of any
improvements you can make to your report.

Write a second draft of your report and give it to the teacher.

18
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_ The UK and the USA

Austraka

\.

In this theme you are going to write a text comparing your country with
another country in the same region.

Lesson 1: Vocabulary

You are going to learn some vocabulary you need to compare countries.
@ Where is your country? How could someone find it easily on a world map? Use
some of the red words.

Describe one of the other countries on the map above. Can your partner work
out which country you are describing?

@ Complete the crossword with a green word in each space. Find the hidden wora.

{® How much do you know about your country? Talk about your country, using

the green words.

Example:
My country has a border with Saudi Arabia.

WRITING SKILLS LEVEL 2 —~ THEME 5: The !’l}wsacqs a7
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You are going to read a text about two countries. It compares the
countries, using facts from the table below.
Complete the text with the correct fact in each space.

Work in pairs. Cover the text and look at part of the table.
Student A: Lock at the information about the UK.
Student B: Look at the information about the USA.

1

Look at the text again. Find and underline the words in the yellow box.

Writing

Write five sentences from the information. Make mistakes
of fact in two of your sentences.
Examples:

The UK is located in Western Europe. (True)

The area of the UK s just over 345,000 square kilometres.
(False - it's just under 245,000.)

Show your sentences to your partner. Can he / she
identify the false sentences and correct them?

Cover the text. Write five sentences comparing the two countries. bigger hotter colder

Use words from the box.

both whereas “while

Example: The USA is bigger than the UK in area.

The two main countries in the English-speaking world are the United Kingdom and the United States of

America. The UK is located in . Whereas the USA is part of the continent. The UK has
one short land border, with , While the USA has two very long land borders — one in the
with Canada and one in the with Mexico.

In both the UK and the USA, of course, English is the main language. However, in the USA a large
number of people speak

The USA is much larger than the UK, at just under million square kilometres, whereas the
UK is just over thousand square kilometres. The USA is also much bigger in population. There
are just over million people in the USA, compared with just under million in the UK.

The capital of the USA, Washington, DC, is hotter in summer than London. The temperature is

°C compared with 22°C. However, it is colder in winter: -3°C compared with °C.

Both countries have a lot of agricultural land - % in the UK against % in the USA,
but in neither country is agriculture the main industry. In the UK, the main industries are services —
retailing and . whereas in the USA the main industries are oil and
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