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Figure . The fluid mosaic model of membrane structure. The membrane consists of a
bimolecular lipid layer with proteins inserted in it or bound to either surface. Integral
membrane proteins are firmly embedded in the lipid layers. Some of these proteins
completely span the bilayer and are called transmembrane proteins, while others are
embedded in either the outer or inner leaflet of the lipid bilayer. Loosely bound to the outer or
inner surface of the membrane are the peripheral proteins. Many of the proteins and lipids
have externally exposed oligosaccharide chains.
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